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1. [Text] San Salvador, 4 Jan (ACAN-EFE)--Colonel Rene Emilio Ponce,
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff of the Salvadoran Armed Forces,
has provided the list of soldiers, who were in service near the d
Central American University when six Jesuit priests were
assassinated, to a Salvadoran court.

2. Judicial sources today said this list is included in a sworn
statement that Col. Ponce gave to the San Salvador Fourth Criminal
Court. The contents of the statement have not been released.

3. The court is investigating the murder early on 16 December of one
Salvadoran and five Spanish Jesuits at their residence at the UCA,
vhen an all night curfew was in force in El Salvador.

4. Official sources have indicated that the statement is in response
to the Catholic Church charging that *‘members of the Armed Forces
are suspected of having participated in the death of the priests.’’

5. Salvadoran President Alfredo Cristiani said on 2 January that the
investigation into the priests’ assasination, including UCA Rector
Ignacio Ellacuria, is now ‘‘almost totally focused inside the Armed
Forces.’’

6. Judicial sources said today that Fidel Chavez Mena, secretary
general of the Christian Democratic Party (PDC), will also be called
to testify as a witness at the request of the prosecutors involved in
the case.

7. According to a judicial source, the prosecutors have also asked
Gregorio Rosa Chavez, auxiliary bishop of San Salvador, to send his
sworn statement, also as a witness, concerning the murder of the
priests.

8. It was reported that the request for statements from the

opposition political leader and the auxiliary bishop is a result of
their remarks on the individuals presumably implicated in the crime.
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